Communication Plan

Sir Robert Borden Junior High School 

Teacher: Mme. Tobin

Grade 7 French Language Arts 
Welcome to an exciting first year in French Immersion.  French Immersion is an intense, yet rewarding field of study for students. French Language Arts encompasses the study of French culture, literature, and language. To learn the language, it involves the processes of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Student participation is incredibly important in order to learn and be familiar with the French language.  The majority of first term will involve a lot of listening and speaking skills as students begin to absorb the language.  Students will be taking risks to begin to speak to others in French.    
It is the expectation of the student to: 
· Speak French at all times

· Come to class prepared 

· Come to class with a positive attitude 
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Complete all assignments on time


General Curriculum Outcomes:
In this course, student learning is broken into four strands:

1. Valorisation de la langue française (Promotion of the French language and culture)  
2. Écoute et expression orale (Speaking and listening)
3. Lecture et visionnement (Reading)
4. Écriture et représentation  (Writing)

Concepts Covered: 

Access to the above outcomes, will largely be based around a “workshop” model of unfolding lessons. They are Readers Workshop & Writers Workshop.  Each workshop class has a balance of focused instruction:

· The first 10-15 minutes of each class is dedicated to introducing the outcome/target that will be taught (the mini-lesson). Direction is set, prior knowledge is activated, and explicit instruction is provided through modeling.

· The next 20-30 minutes is spent practicing and developing the set outcomes/targets. As students practice, the teacher monitors, mentors, and provides ongoing feedback to the students.

· The remaining 5-10 minutes of each class is for reflection and sharing. This time is used for ongoing assessment, as well as helping to provide direction for future lessons.

Readers Workshop:
· Students will read a variety of texts throughout the year and follow the above workshop model to learn to use and apply a variety of reading strategies, such as predictions and connections.
Writers Workshop:

· Students will create a variety of texts throughout the year such as creative writing and information texts.  Students will learn different strategies and methods to produce texts, such as the writing process.  

Cultural Workshop:

· Students will explore different aspects of French culture throughout Canada and the World.  This will include examining French music, French media, and the contributions of Francophone people.

Students will have a lot of choice in what they read and write and are encouraged to bring books from home.

Students are encouraged to read and review every evening. Most assignments will be done in class with my guidance, however, students may need to “finish-up” or complete the “final details” on some assignments. My website will have up-to-date information of all assignments.

This year, we will focus on reading and writing in a variety of genres including (but not limited to): 

· Narrative text 

· Informative text
· Procedural text
· A variety of media texts and critical literacy

Proposed themes include: 

· Passions
· How to
· Biographies
· French Culture

· Reading strategies

· Writing strategies

Assessment and Achievement
Students will be assessed using a variety of evidence including, but not limited to the following:

· Conversations (group work, conferences, debates, etc.)

· Observations (checklists, etc.)

· Products (assignments, journals, quizzes, tests, etc.)

Assessment and feedback is timely and ongoing in order to ensure the most effective learning. The focus is on the student's strengths and areas to improve.

· Formative Assessment – throughout the unit of study

· Summative – at the end of the unit of study

· Anecdotal – Teacher observations

Achievement Level Description:
· 4: In‐depth knowledge and understanding of content and concepts. Able to extend the application of related skills.

· 3+: Competent +

· 3: Competent knowledge and understanding of content and concepts. Appropriate application of the related skills.

· 2+: Developing +

· 2: Developing knowledge and understanding of content and concepts. Developing in the application of the related skills.

· 1+: Limited +

· 1: Limited knowledge and understanding of content and concepts. Limited application of related skills.

Throughout each of the three terms, the students will receive timely feedback using a 1-4 scale; however, their report cards will indicate a percentage grade.  
Due Dates

Students, in consultation with their teachers, are responsible for completing all assignments.  All assignments will have reasonable due dates.  It is important for students to complete and pass in their assignments on time so that I can provide timely feedback.  This feedback will assist students so that they can use the feedback information to make improvements. If, for some reason, the student does not pass in their work on the assigned due date, they are required to have an honest conversation with me to discuss why and arrange another due date, at my discretion.  If the student does not pass in their assignment on the arranged second due date, contact will be made to their parents/guardians.  A third due date will also be arranged and this will also be communicated with the parents/guardians.  Students who do not adhere to the third extended deadline will have missed that opportunity to demonstrate achievement towards the outcomes addressed in that assignment.

French Language

Students are expected to speak French in class, and to complete tasks in French, at all times.  It is essential that French is the only language of communication in the classroom.  

Students are to use appropriate strategies to communicate when unsure of a word of expression in French.

Translators are not an acceptable tool at this level.  Students need to be able to do their own writing and understand what they are communicating in order to show their understanding to meet the outcomes.

Communication

E-Mail:  ktobin@hrsb.ca

Website:  http://tobink.weebly.com/
